
Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 
 
 

Location On site at Powerplay and off site at 

various locations 

Date 15/5/11 

Inspection SB/TP 

Review date  1/6/12 

Carried out by: 
Steven Bull  

Off site games - to be carried out prior to 

commencement of event 

Authorised by: 
Steve Bull 

Signature: 

 

Last review 15/5/11 
 

KNOWN 
HAZARD 

HAZARD AND CONTROLS COMMENTS / POSSIBLE EFFECTS 

 

M
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Suitable and used for intended purpose.  
 Used and maintained by competent personnel,  
 Used and maintained by competent personnel,  
 Nips, trapping, impact, ejection.  
 Contact with moving parts.  
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n
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Thermal environment.(Hot or Cold)  
 Poor access/ egress.  
 Lighting  
 Uneven surfaces Players must be made aware if the surface is uneven 
 Wet/icy surfaces Players must be made aware of slipper surfaces 
 Loose surfaces  
 Slips trips and falls. Make players aware of any risks  
 

E
le

ct
ri

ci
t

y
 

Electricity supply  
 Static electricity  
 Electrical equipment All equipment checked by an electrician 
 Controls-Start/ stop/ emergency stop/ reset. RCD checked on the generator 
 Generator Visually checked by an electrician 
 

P
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Manual handling Guidance leaflet issued 
 Poor posture (cramped conditions).  
 Vibration.  
 Noise.  
 Using hand/ power tools.  
 

V
eh

ic
le

s Tested and within test date Yes 
 Checked prior to use By the driver 
 Suitable for intended task  
 Driven by qualified and competent drivers Restricted to 4 named drivers 
 Adequate parking Yes 
 

G
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Flammable/explosive/asphyxiant Petrol stored in the correct container 
 Stored in well ventilated area  
 Stored upright  
 Secured/prevented from falling   
 Protected from heat or direct sunlight  
 Used with approved hoses and connections  
 High-pressure liquid or gas.  
 Transported in marked vehicles  
 Clearly labelled  
 

C
h
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Oxidising Flammable Explosive See guide at bottom of page 

 Corrosive Toxic Harmful 

 Irritant Dangerous to the environment 

 Stored correctly  

 Eye, face, hand, respiratory equipment required (State which type) 

 Information sheets available  
 Warning labels visible  
 Can a safer alternative be used  
   



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 
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 Trained first-aider present Yes on game days 
 Stretcher local and available No (if the injury requires a stretcher an ambulance must be 

called) 
 First aid kit available Yes 
 Mobile phone or similar available Yes 
 Clear access for emergency vehicles Yes 
 Plan/map available to aid emergency services Yes 
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Asbestos  
 Fall from height. (Steps, stairs, platform, 

ladders). 
 

 Struck by moving/ falling object  
 Isolation from sources of energy.  
 Warning/ operational signs In place 
 Contact with hot or cold surfaces/ materials. Minimised 
 Poor visibility.  
 Confined space (Pit, tank, trench or vessel)  
 All masks checked for cracks, damage etc..  
 Markers Chronographed  
 Chemical toilet checked Serviced weekly 
 Infra red beams No harm can be caused to players 
 Health Players must make staff aware of any medical conditions  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 

Chemical warning symbols  

         
        EXPLOSIVE 

 
          CORROSIVE 

        
       OXIDISING 

          TOXIC  

            (with T+ VERY TOXIC) 

       FLAMMABLE  

         (with F+ HIGHLY FLAMMABLE) 
     

        Xn      HARMFUL 

T DAMAGING TO THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

        Xi       IRRITANT 
 

 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Hand tools 

 

Hazard Effect minor injury 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating:, Low 

Staff 

: 

1. All tools are in good condition and 

fit for purpose 

2. Damaged tools are removed from 

use the damage reported to the site 

manager 

3. Users are trained and competent in 

the use of tools. 

 

 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Power Tools 

 

Hazard Effect: major injury  

 

 

 

 

Risk rating: Medium 

Staff 

 

1. Only trained and competent staff 

permitted to operate power tools – 

this is reflected in training records 

2. All power tools used as per 

manufacturers instructions 

3. Tools inspected for good condition 

prior to use and damaged equipment 

is removed from use and faults 

reported to site supervisor. 

4. Appropriate Personal Protective 

Equipment identified and used for 

all equipment. 

5. Approved circuit breakers in use on 

all electrical equipment. 

When equipment is on hire the person hiring the 

equipment must ask the company to show them how to 

use the items on hire. 

 

Any safety equipment required must also be hired 

Check all electrical equipment comes with RCD units 

 

All electrical equipment owned by the paintball site 

must be tested at regular intervals. 

 

Power tools must only be used on site when there are 

two members of staff at the site incase of an accident. 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Slips trips and falls 

 

Hazard Effect: major injury, severe injury, 

minor injury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating:, Medium 

Staff 

Customers 

Members of the public 

 

1. Players requested to wear suitable 

footwear via the organiser prior to 

arriving on site 

2. Where practicable all 

slipping/tripping hazards removed or 

clearly identified 

3. Safety brief includes a section on 

possible hazards. 

4. All playing fields walked at the start 

of the day or prior to use to identify 

and mark any new hazards 

5. All man made tripping hazards must 

be highlighted or removed 

6. For off-site games an inspection of 

the venue must be carried out prior 

to confirming an event.  

Marshals must makes sure customers with inappropriate 

footwear are not allowed to play. 

 

Ensure customers are made aware of the boundaries to 

the playing areas prior to the start of the game. 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Falls from height 

 

Hazard Effect: severe injury 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating:, Low 

Staff 

Customers 

 

1. Players/marshals or other personnel 

are not allowed to climb trees or 

other obstacles not designed for this 

purpose. 

2. Towers, buildings, bridges and other 

man made obstacles are fitted with 

suitable handrails/barriers to prevent 

falls 

3. Ridges, gullies,etc are clearly 

designated and excluded from the 

playing area where there is a danger 

of falling from height 

4. All platforms where there is a risk of 

falls from height have a suitable 

surface to prevent slipping 

5. Ladders and other equipment used 

for access are inspected prior to use.  

(Used when working at the venue 

NOT for customers) 

6. All faults are reported to the site 

supervisor and equipment is 

removed from service until repaired 

or replaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

Customers must be made aware that they are not 

allowed to climb trees or on the boundary walls during 

the safety talk. 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Manual handling of equipment 

 

Hazard Effect: minor injury 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating:, Low 

Staff 

: 

1. Where possible manual handling is 

avoided by the use of mechanical 

aids i.e. bottle trolleys, sack trucks 

etc 

2. Guidance given on correct manual 

handling technique and this is 

reflected in the training records. 

3. Equipment containers/boxes should 

not be overfilled and those used 

regularly for carrying specific 

equipment should be labelled with 

the maximum weight liable to be in 

the container. 

4. Members of the public should not be 

allowed to assist in any manual 

handling operations 

5. Sharp edges removed where 

practicable and gloves worn. 

When handling heavy items two or more staff must be 

used. 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Laser Tag Guns 

 

Hazard Effect: minor injury,  

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating: Low 

Staff 

Customers 

Members of the public 

 

1. Only equipment designed and 

approved for use in the sport of laser 

tag can be used.  

2. Written conformation is kept, of the 

brief, in the form of game consent 

forms and training records. 

3. All playing areas are clearly marked 

and signed. 

4. Boundaries of the site are clearly 

defined and signed to prevent access 

to members of the public 

5. Players must be made aware that the 

laser tag guns have NOTHING to 

do with laser beams they are 

harmless Infra Red Beams 

6. Players must be shown the correct 

way to use the guns and the optic 

scopes 

7. Players must be made aware that 

they should not run with the guns 

near their faces.  

8. Players must be made aware that 

they could be excluded from the 

games if they break the site rules. 

9. Off site games require a site 

inspection prior to an event being 

confirmed if an area other than a 

playing field is being used. 

Only authorised staff to give the safety briefing and a 

checklist must be used. 

 

Authorised personnel 

 

Steve Bull 

Tracy Andrew 

Stuart Andrew 

David Bull 

Craig Auld 

Vanessa Powell 

Kane 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Food preparation and service 

 

Hazard Effect minor injury, minor illness   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating:, Low 

Staff 

Customers 

: 

1. Supplies of clean water, soap and 

towels are available to allow staff 

and customers to wash. 

2. Catering gloves are available and 

used by those responsible for 

preparing and serving food 

3. Toilet facilities are at a suitable 

distance away from food preparation 

and consumption areas. 

4. Good standards of housekeeping are 

maintained and all waste is disposed 

of correctly at the end of each 

working day. 

5. All bins must be emptied at the end 

of a day to prevent animals getting 

into the bins and scavenging 

6. All refuse to be taken back to the 

unit and placed in the red bin for 

collection 

7. All delivered food must be delivered 

within an agreed time frame and 

delivered warm/hot 

 

Staff preparing food must have read the site catering 

guidelines prior to commencing food preparation. 

 

Food is prepared off site  from June 2002 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Moving vehicles 

 

Hazard Effect: severe injury 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating: Medium 

Staff 

Customers 

Members of the public 

 

1. Only trained and competent 

personnel allowed to drive site 

vehicles – this is reflected in training 

records. 

2. Vehicles are inspected prior to use 

by the authorised users 

3. All vehicles that require tests are 

within test date and fit for use 

4. Area designated for customer 

parking 

5. Access to all areas other than the car 

park restricted to staff or site 

vehicles. 

6. Warning signs posted where 

appropriate 

7. Marshals direct traffic where there is 

a known hazard i.e. blind entrances, 

restrictive parking spaces. These 

marshals should be issued with a Hi-

viz. vests or jackets for easy 

recognition. 

8. Pot holes, ruts etc. are filled in 

promptly where practicable 

Only authorised staff are allowed to drive the company 

vehicle. 

 

If they do not have a “clean” licence then the insurance 

company must be informed before they are allowed to 

use the vehicle. 

 



Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Pyrotechnics 

 

Hazard Effect: major injury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk rating: Low 

Staff 

Customers 

Members of the public 

 

1. Only pyrotechnics made for 

paintball can be used at Operation 

Laser Tag 

2. A safety brief must be given to any 

players using pyrotechnics 

3. Players must be made aware of the 

safety information on the device 

4. Only players over 18 years old can 

purchase and use pyrotechnics  

5. Players must be made aware of the 

dangers of misuse of pyrotechnics 

6. Fire extinguisher must be available 

in case of fire. 

7. Electronically detonated 

pyrotechnics must be used when 

ever possible. 

8. Pyrotechnics can only be used at 

offsite events with the agreement of 

the event organiser.  

9. No pyrotechnics (smoke grenades) 

to be used with junior groups unless 

the organisers can confirm NO 

player suffers from asthma or 

similar health problem   

Game manager must give a safety briefing if 

pyrotechnics are available to customers 





Operation Laser Tag  – Risk Assessment 

 
HAZARD  WHO MIGHT BE 

HARMED? 2 

IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY  

CONTROLLED? 

WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL 

THE RISK AND WHO WILL CARRY OUT THIS ACTION  

AND WHEN?  

Hazard: Chemical 

 

Petrol 

Engine Oil 

 

 

Hazard Effect: severe injury 

 

 

 

Risk rating: Low 

Staff 

: 

1   All products used as per 

manufacturers instructions 

2   All products stored as per 

manufacturers guidance 

3   Appropriate Personal Protective 

Equipment worn during chemical 

handling operations 

Disposable gloves must be worn when filling the 

generator with fuel or oil. 

 

Petrol must be stored in the correct container. 

 

Petrol must be kept away form any sources of heat or 

ignition. 

 


